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include a museum of medicines once used tactically by local ninja, as well as Aburahi-jinja Shrine. After a ride through the countryside, you'll
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Heian period was said to have attempted
an unsuccessful revolt against the Impe-
rial Court using four demons. These four
demons were compared to ancient
% mountain hermit monks, considered a
prototype of the ninja.
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Iga and Koka —
*‘Shinobi-no-Sato”’, Home of the Ninja
— In Search of the True Ninja

The Iga and Koka areas are rich with fascinating rural culture and tradi-
tions, from which “true ninja” emerged. Ninja legends have spread world-
wide, but the true forms of ninja are not widely known. Cycling through
the region, discover who they really were by visiting remaining ninja
fortress and castle ruins from the Warring States period in the rural
landscape, ascetic mountain training grounds where they trained, and
village shrines that served as ninja gathering spaces.

Let’s explore the cultural assets of ninja villages and

ing the traces of the ninja that still re
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Michi-no-Eki (Roadside Rest) Ayama

The roof is designed to resemble a
natural mountain slope, and the green
color blends into the surroundings.
Head inside for local specialties such as
fresh foods, Iga ware, and Iga kumihi-
mo (braided cord), etc. Soba-making
workshops are also held here.

X Tejikara-jinja Shrine

Gunpowder, the most advanced
weapon of the Iga and Koka ninjas,
has historical ties to the fireworks of
Tejikara-jinja Shrine, the family shrine
of Iga’s Fujibayashi clan.

Tourist Information Center

Kokaryu Real Ninja Museum

This facility introduces the history and
culture of the ninja villages, where you
explore the secrets of Koka ninja.
Learn more through videos and
hands-on exhibits. This also serves as
a local area tourist information center.

X Kashiwano Castle Ruins

The ruins of Kashiwano Castle cover
an area of about 100m by 70m,
surrounded by earthen mounds at
three corners. The fortress has a moat
to protect the ridge on the west, and
fortifications on the east. The castle
ruins are now designated by the city as
a historical site.

X Cemetery of Fujibayashi
Nagatonokami

A graveyard with 25 tombstones of the
Fujibayashi Nagatonokami family, a
great Iga ninja master.

X Koka Ninja House

Former ninja residence of the Mochizuki
clan built in the mid-Edo period, featur-
ing various tricks such as secret
passages, hidden staircases, revolving
wall, etc. The building was used for a
period as a pharmacy as well.

XX Medieval Ninja Castle Ruins in
Mibuno & Kasuga-jinja Shrine

Mibuno area features a series of medi-
eval castle ruins, for glimpses of
Warring States period scenery. The
center of the area is Kasuga-jinja
Shrine, enshrining the deity for the
local clans, who conducted various
unification rituals here.

X Wada Castle

Autonomy of the Koka region during
the Warring States period was
achieved through strong cooperation of
local ninja warriors. This castle was
one of their fortresses, surrounded by
50-meter earthen mounds and an
empty outer moat.

X Shingu-jinja Shrine Main Gate

X Tokueiji Temple
The use of the Tokugawa crest was
restricted by the Shogunate family. It's
seen here on roof tiles because
Tokugawa leyasu granted permission
when visiting after the Honnoji Incident,
on his way back to Mikawa.

X Hinoo-jinja Shrine

Village shrines once served as a meet-
ing place for the ninja. Clan unity was
strong, and all decisions were made
after internal debate. Hinoo-jinja Shrine
was worshipped by the lkeda clan, one
of the Koka ninja.

The Cedar of lwao Pond

The thatched octagonal gate of the
Shingu-jinja Shrine was built in the late
15th century. In spring, visitors can
enjoy the cherry blossoms that line the
street in front of the gate.

XJapan Heritage Cultural Property

A lone cedar over 1,000 years old in
the Sugitani area. The beloved local
landmark is a designated natural
monument by Shiga Prefecture and a
popular TV and movie filming spot. In
autumn, enjoy the fall foliage around
Iwao Pond.
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